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While the words used to describe the era of the
jazz orchestra certainly draws more on the past
tense, the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra
should serve as a reminder of what is sorely
missed about those bygone days. Formed in
1985 by brothers John and Jeff Clayton along
with drummer Jeff Hamilton, the L.A -based
ensemble has grown to be recognized as one of
the premier big bands in the world. The group’s
latest release, Live Ar MCG, is clear evidence in
support of that deserved distinction.

While the band’s roster reads as a virtual
who's who of top-notch national talent—
including trumpeter and jazz elder statesman
Snooky Young —the credit for the band’s sound
belongs to bassist and arranger John Clayton.
From the hard-driving fatback swing of
“Georgia” to the ethereal voicings of the Duke
Ellington classic “Mood Indigo” to the lus-
ciously orchestrated “Nature Boy,” Clayton
shows distinet flashes of Thad Jones and Gil
Evans, while also displaying a unigue harmonic
vocabulary with each arrangement that could
only be his own fingerprint.

When it comes to individual performances, it
would be a shame to detract from the sense of
family camaraderie that has served the Clayton-
Hamilton Jazz Orchestra so well for the past 20
years by calling our specific players. The list
would be much too long. Instead of keeping a
scorecard, listeners would be better served by
taking in this disc as a remarkably balanced
whole. —John Kreichergs

Live At MOG: Goorga; Jody Grnd, MNature Boy, Lullsby Of The
Leaves, Shver Calebration; Captan Bill, Mood Indga; Evdence;
Lik & Lower; Erernal Triangie; Squatty Roo. (73:10)

Personnel John Clyton, conducton, bass; Jeff Clayton, lead alio
SENOpNONE, Sopfand Saxophona, alto flute, flute; Jeff Hamdion
drums; Keith Fiddmont, alto sasophone, claninet; Rickey
Woodward, tencr sawophona, clarmet. Charles Owens, tenor
saophone; Lee Calat, bartone sawophone, bass carnet, Bgon
Watson, 5al Cracoiclo, Eugana “Snooky”™ Young, Clay Jenkins,
Gibert Castedlanos, trumpet; Ira Nepus, George Bohanon, Ryan
Porter, trombone; Maurice Spears, bass trombone; Tamiir
Hendedman, puano; Randy Napoleon, guitar; Chrstoph Luty, bass
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