KENNY GARRETT

The Funk

Brothers: :
Musicians Behind .~
the Motown Sound

GUITAR SPECIAL:
66 Great 6-5tringers

Branford Marsalis
BLINDFOLDED

Lizz Wright

“lll ‘II‘I |
a PR LA TP l J

July 2003 UK, (150

TOSHIKO AKIYOSHI DAVID SANBORN

ALl

ome
& Cookin'

YELLOWIACKETS
find success beyond the
major labels

@palchc hord

John 2
Pizzarelli
Trio

Live At Birdland
TELARC B3577

* % kY

Guitarist  and
vocalist John Pizzarelli knows how to work
an audience. Live Ar Birdland features
Pizzarelli in his element, working a room
with the same nimble charm he brings to the
standards he croons, Banter aside, Przzarell
proves he can craft & song into a personal
statement like few other artists, From James
Taylor's “Don’t Let Me Be Lonely Tonight™
to a barnbuming “Stompin’ At The Savoy,”
Pizzarelli possesses both a voice that hints at
the legacy of entenainers who have come
before him and a touch on guitar that reflects
the indelible tutelage of his lather, Bucky
Pizzarelli.

The younger Pizzarelli's dedicated study
and knowledge of the canon of jazz stan-
dards also clearly translates into his own
writing. Among his quintet of original offer-
ings on Live At Birdland, “Oh, How My
Heart Beats For You™ noticeably stands out
while at the same time comfortably rubbing
shoulders with the George and Ira Gershwin
classic “They Can't Tuke That Away From
Me." Similarly, pianist Ray Kennedy con-
tributes two of his own inventive originals,
“Gospel Truth” and “Tea For Tatum.”
Brother and bassist Martin Pizzarelli capably
shares his passion for the family business on
the bandstand, solidly anchoring the album
from start 1o finish.

Whether he's offering a slyly swinging
rendering of “It's Only A Paper Moon™ or
recounting Kennedy's starstruck slage
encounter with Dizzy Gillespie at the age of
14, John Pizzarelli understands that his
patrons want both entertainment and the inti-
macy of being in the loop. Though some
might protest the eight-minute comedic
mugging of “| Like Jersey Best"—a caval-
cade of impressions and musical send-ups
that range from Sting to Billie Holiday—it's
all part and parcel of Pizzarelli's charisma as
a performer, After all, a little shiick never
hurt anyone, —Joln Kreichergs
Live Ar Biralland: D 1—Just You, Justbe: The Frim Fram
Saus, This Song Is You: |sn't It A Piy?; Rihoda leiland; Gogpe
Trut; Ted For Tatum; Do’ Lat Me Ba Lonely Tonght: Meer
O Man; Mannattan; Woonight Becomes You, Wil You St
Ba Mine? (68:41); Disc 2—Three Linde Words: Thay Can't
Take That Avay Freen Ma: Oh, How My Heart Bests For
Yeur, The Day | Found You: 1s Only 8 Pape: Moon; Stempin
At The Sevoy, Betler Run Before I7s Spring: Hoaded Out To
Vera's;, Medey: Goe Baby, Ain't | Goad To YouBany, Baby
All the Tirnahidright Blua; | Lve Jersey Best: My Castie’s
Rockin', Baioy Just Come Home To hde., (55)12)
Personnel: John Pizzaralli, quitar, vocals;, Ray Kennedy
riara; Wann Pzzane |, bess
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