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On Thad, Elvin, Tatum, Ella and
Making a Song Come to Life

By Joe Lovano

MEL GERRY GEORGE
TORME - MULLIGAN - SHEARING

Mel Tormé/Gerry :
Mulligan/George Shearing

The Classic Concert Live
L8 & & §

Recorded in June 1982, The Classic Concert
Live presents three giamts of jazz performing
together on a night filled with laughter. mis-
chief and music. While this wasn’t the first
time the trio of Mel Tormé, Gerry Mulligan
and George Sheanng had shared the stage. this
previously unreleased concen recording cap-
tures perhaps their finest moments together.

Transforming the spacious expanse of New
York's Camegic Hall into the intimate atmos-
phere that is captured on this recording 15 no
small task, bui these three performers have the
sort of gified rapport as musicians and friends
10 make such feats of impossible alchemy seem
like second nature, Tormé is in rare form, ren-
dering cuts like the lyrically updated Mulligan
classic “Jeru™ and the Antonio Carlos Jobim
composition “Wave™ with grace and humor,
while “What Are You Doing The Rest Of Your
Life™ and *'Round Midnight™ become sublime
studies of his ability to um a ballad like few
others before or since his passing.

The trademark lyrical tone of Mulligan's
unmistakable baritone saxophone pairs perfect-
Iy with Tormé’s rich voice throughout but is
beautifully exemplified on Mulligan's “Line
For Lyons.” Likewise. Shearing’s ubiguitous
contributions from the piano bench tastefully
match the stylistic idiosyncrasies of his per-
forming partners. John Kreichergs
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Personnet: el Torme, vocais. Gery Mulgan, Damons sax-
phone, vocals, George Shaeanng, pana, wocals, Don Thomoson
pean0, bass, Gesry Muligan Orchestrac Chuck Wilson, Mike
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